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" I understand that it has been suggested that
in order to obtain the required troops for the
relief of Castelnau's Army we should withdraw
from the Ypres Salient I am very strongly
opposed to such a withdrawal ... it would
involve the abandonment of a greater extent of
ground than has ever been voluntarily resigned
to the enemy. The moral effect on our troops
and on the Belgians would be very bad; it
would shorten the German lines more than our
own. . . ."
This is precisely the sort of opinion that
might be expected from anyone who looked at
a map but never spent a night in the " Bloody
Salient." " It would shorten the German line
more than our own." I will not stress the point
that the Germans, having plenty of guns, did
not keep so many infantry as we did in the
trenches. The curse of the Salient was not in
the front line, though that was bad enough, but
in the approaches to it From Ypres to Zonne-
beke there was no cover of any kind; every
night fatigue parties had to carry ammunition,
rations, water, sand-bags, to the line; for the
whole of the way they were under concentrated
fire from three sides. Of course the Germans
were not under the same disadvantage. " The
moral effect on our troops would be very bad."
As a regimental officer I can assert emphatically
that a straightened line, far from lowering the
morale, would have raised it. Our men were
ready to face fire when they could get to grips
with the enemy. During that nightly trudge to
the trenches they saw nothing, and could make